


I love a sunburnt country, 

A land of sweeping plains, 

Of ragged mountain 

ranges, 

Of droughts and flooding 

rains. 

I love her far horizons, 

I love her jewel-sea, 

Her beauty and her terror 

The wide brown land for 



DROUGHT





RAIN 







FLOODS

In January 2019 a

monsoon trough

deepened and moved

south before settling over

NW Queensland for more

than a week.

Areas north and west of

Winton received the

highest rainfall on record.



In a matter of weeks 

anywhere between 

300mm and 750mm 

had fallen over the 

catchment areas for 

the Diamantina River 

and tributaries…









AND IT  
RAINED…..

AND IT 
RAINED…..







And then, in the middle 

of summer, 

temperatures 

plummeted well below 

zero.

With catastrophic 

consequence…

































DISPOSAL AND RECOVERY





Operations Group
1. Dept. Agriculture and Fisheries

2. Dept. of Environment and 

Science

3. Dept. of Agriculture and Water 

Resources

4. Aust. Cattle Veterinarians

5. Aust. Veterinary Association 

Qld

6. Qld Health

7. Emergency Management Aust. 

8. Aust. Defence Force

9. QRA

10.Flinders Council

11.Richmond Council

12.McKinlay Council

13.Workplace Health and Safety 

Qld

14.Cloncurry Council

15.Winton Council

16.QPS

17.TMR









Recovery 
agencies 

and those 
that gave a 

hand…

 Drought Angels

 Salvation Army

 Uniting Church Longreach

 CWA Winton Branch

 CWA Rural Crisis Fund

 Sisters of the North

 Blaze Aid

 Lachlan Miller and friends

 Donations from Emerald, 

Springsure and surrounding 

districts

 Lochington State School

 Highlands Produce Swap 

Emerald

 Winton Medical Centre

 Royal Flying Doctors

 Dept. of Health

 QRIDA

 PHN Western Queensland

 Moreton Bay Regional 

Council 

 LGAQ

 Rural Financial Counselling 

Services

 A B Paterson College

 Winton Locals
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